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Office of the

HUMSAFAR Marriage Counselling Cell
K e VS B 5

PRESS NOTE

Bridegroom returns dowry items to his in-laws,

saying'accepting dowry items under the name of gifts is womanish
Srinagar,18 May: A would-be groom (com?uter engineer), who is going to marry next month
under the simple and easy programme of Humsafar Marriage Counselling Celf (HMCC) here
returned all such items to his in‘laws that were sent fo him by the parents of the gir! through her
brother today. Thf groom of Shahr—e-Khaas Srinagar, who has registered with HMCC for
solemmzmg his arranged marnage according to the Islamic Shariat, came to the office of
HMCC with his parents this mommg and complained that his would-be in-laws have sent him a
wnct watch of Rs. 20,000-00 (twenty thousand) a chain of gold of Rs. 15000-00 (fifteen
thousand), two rings of gold worth Rs. 20,000-00 (fwenty thousand) and a mobile telephone set
of Rs. 20,000-90 {twenty thousand) as gift items yesterday. And this act of sending gift items,

which they think is an act of receiving dowry under the cloak of gifts and hence un-Islamic

“practice, has hurt their feelings deeply. The young groo;ﬁ set a firm condition for the marriage
/

saying that he would never attend his Nikah—rqaj!is until his in-laws tack back all such dowry
items they have sent him. "Accepting dowry itehs under the name of gifts is womanish and a
sl:xr on manhood”, the groom asserted. The HMCC chairman, Jenab Fayyaz Ahmad Zarroo
Sahib, called the parents of the bride (living in a posh ¢olony of Srinaga’r) to the HMCC office
this morning and directed them to tack back their items and savé the upcoming marriage of
their daughter from jeopardy. The parents of the girl took béck the items while e@ressing great
regret in apologetic tune for embarrassing the groom, his parents and for going against the
modus operandi of HMCC.

Issued bv the General Secretarv of HMCC. Kak-Sarai Srinaaar.

ArsefA (1-05-901)
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PRESS NOTE

Bndegroom returns dowry items to his in-laws,
saying accepting dowry items under the name of gifts is womanish

Srinagar, 18 May: A would-be groom (computer engineer), who is going to marry next month
under the simple and easy programme of Humsafar Marriage Counselling Cell (HMCC) here |
returned all such items to his in-laws that were sent to him‘by the parents of the girl through |
her brother today. The groom of Shahr-e-Khaas Srinagar, who has registered with HUCC |
for selemnizing his arranged marriage according to the Islamic Shariat, came to the office of
HMCC with his parents this morning and complained that his would-be in-laws have sent him
a wrist watch of Rs. 20,000-00 (twenty thousand), a chain of gold of Rs. 15000-00 (fifteen |

“thousand), two rings of gold worth Rs. 20,000-00 (twenty thousand) and a mobile telephone

set of Rs. 20,000-00 (twenty thousand) as gift items yesterday. And this act of sending gift
items, which they think is an act of receiving dowry under the cloak of gifts and hence un--
Islamic practice, has hurt their feelings deeply. The young groom set a firm condition for the
marriage saying that he would never attend his Nikah-majlis until his in-laws tack back all such
dowry items they have sent him. "Accepting dowry items under the name of gifts is womanish
and a slur on manhood", the groom asserted. The HMCC chairman, Jenab Fayyaz Ahmad
Zarroo Sahib, called the parents of the bride (living in a posh colony of Srinagar) to the HMCC |
office this morning and directed them to tack back their items and save the upcoming mérriage
of their daughter from jeopardy: The parents of the girl took back the items while expressing
great regret in apologetic tune for embarrassing the groom, his parents and for going against
the modus operandi of HMCC.

ISSUED BY THE GENERAL SECRETARY OF HMCC, KAK-SARAI SRINAGAR
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Humsafar solemnises
6 marriages with
austerity

KaspMirR NEWS

Srinagar May 30: At a time when
marriage ceremonies have become
lavish and finding matches increas-
inglyworrisome, Humsafar Marriage
Counseling Cell (HMCC) is making
the process simple and easier.

On Sunday, the centre conducted
six marriages with austerity. On the
occasion, Chairman of HMCC, Fayaz
Ahmad Zaroo said that extravagance
and dowry in marriages have created
a situation where lakhs of people in
the society can’t afford marriages.

He said, “Simplicity in marriages
has been advocated in our religion
but people don’t adhere to it. But we
are committed to rid the society ofall
such evils that have crept in our so-
ciety.”

All the six grooms, brides and the
family membersivho were presentin
the function. appreciated the need for
conducting such marriages “that will
rid the society of several evils.”

“The groom from Batamaloo comes
from a well off family and could have
managed a grand feast on his mar-
riage, but he decided to marry with
austerity. He has set an example for
others,” participants in the marriage
said.

The idea of Humsafar Marriage
Counseling Center was born in 2005
with an aim to conduct marriages ac-
cording to Shariah. “We had a great
response from people and vouth from
every section of society have been
involved in this initiative,” said Zaroo,
adding “As of now we have conducted
more than 600 marriages and some
5000youthsstand registered at Hum-
safar’

N

“The groom from
\ Bata maloo comes from
a well off family and
could have managed a
grand feast on his

marriage, buthedecided
tomarryinasimpleway.
He has set a great
example for others,”

At the cell, the formalities are sim-
ple to follow. The parents are required
to get theirdaughter orson registered
againstanominal fee of Rs400. Then
the matechmaking is initiated.
~ Zarro said that on an average
typical Kashmiri marriage incurs
costofa minimum of Rs fivelakh and
while on the higher end the cost runs
in millions.

“With 600 marriages we have been
instrumental in saving around halfa
billion rupees,” he said, adding “I feel
proud that we have been able to save
lives of people too.”-

Humsafar’s clientele include doctors,
engineers, I'T personnel, businessmen
and government employees.
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